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The course is directed for PhD students or young post-docs in Neuroscience who already have a scientific record. A total of 20 students working in fields related to the theme of the school will be accepted. We intend to bring together experts focusing on genetic, cellular, systems-level cognitive processes and development and disease models with relation to cognition.

ACADEMIC CREDITS



The Seminars of the Fundación Duques de Soria qualify for up to a maximum of five academic credits in the Universidad de Valladolid, contingent upon authorization by the academic tutor. (As established in the regulations of the doctoral studies “tercer ciclo” of the Universidad de Valladolid in the article 11.2a).

Similarly, it is currently under consideration by the Doctorate Comission of the Universidad de Salamanca the assignment of 3, 2, 1 credits for the Seminars of 30, 20 and 15 hours, respectively. These will take effect for students enrolled in the PhD Programme in the biennia 2004/2006 and 2005/2007. The Universidad de Salamanca requires 90% attendance to obtain the academic credit.

Teaching hours: 30

PROGRAM

Monday 17



The Genetic Level: Bridging Genes to Cognition

9 h 30 m
Distribution of seminar documentation

10 h 

“Genome plasticity and cognitive evolution in hominoids”

Luis Alberto Pérez Jurado

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona

11 h 30 m
Break

12 h

“Genetic contribution to cognitive ability”
José Luis Payá-Cano

Institute of Psychiatry. London
17 h
“Cognitive malfunctioning uncovers the genetic mechanisms of learning and memory”
Patrícia Maciel

Universidade do Minho. Braga
18 h 30 m
“Synapse proteome and phosphoproteome”

Douglas Armstrong



University of Edinburgh

Tuesday 18



The Origin: Building and wiring the cognitive brain

10 h

“Specification of the distribution of functional units in the cerebral cortex”
Salvador Martínez 

Instituto de Neurociencias de Alicante

11 h 30 m
Break

12 h

“Developmental mechanisms underlying the generation of cortical interneuron diversity”

Óscar Marín

Instituto de Neurociencias de Alicante

The Cellular Level: Synaptic plasticity and learning

17 h 

“Mechanisms and functions of synaptic plasticity in the hippocampus”

Tim Bliss

National Institute for Medical Research, London
18 h

“Gene expression and long-lasting forms of synaptic plasticity and memory”

Ángel Barco
Instituto de Neurociencias de Alicante
Wednesday 19



The Systems-Level: where and how?

9 h

“Molecular mechanisms of memory consolidation and reconsolidation”

Serge Laroche

Universite Paris Sud

10 h 15 m
“The pyramidal neuron in cognition”

Javier de Felipe
Instituto Cajal, Madrid

11 h 30 m
Break

12 h

“The hippocampus: how is associative learning built up?”
Agnès Gruart i Massó
Universidad Pablo Olavide, Sevilla
Afternoon
Excursion

Thursday 20



The Model Systems: Memory in the insects

9 h

“Complex brain functions in the fruit fly”
Ralph J. Greenspan 

The Neurosciences Institute, San Diego
10 h 15 m
“Genetic control of neural circuit development in Drosophila”

Bassem Hassan 

University of Leuven
11 h 30 m
Break

12 h
“Direct observation of neurons while they create the memory trace in the Honey Bee”
Randolf Menzel

Institut für Biologie Neurobiologie, Freie Univesität Berlin

The temporal issue: cons and recons

16 h

“The labile nature of  consolidated memories”

Oliver Stork
Otto-von-Guericke Universität. Magdeburg

17 h 

“Basic mechanisms of reconsolidation”

Joff Lee

University of Cambridge

18 h 

Students presentations

20 h

Conferencia Pública



“From Genes to Behavior: lessons from genetically modified models”



Mara Dierssen
FRIDAY 21



The Malfunction: Cognitive disorders, what and when gets wrong?

10 h 

“Molecular mechanisms underlying mental retardation: Fragile X”
Gerard JA Ramakers
Nederlands Instituut voor Hersenonderzoek, Amsterdam. The Netherlands
11 h 30 m
Break

12 h

“Candidate Neural Systems Mediating Genetic Influences on Cognition and Behavior: Characterization Using Neuroimaging”

Caroline Zink

National Institute of Mental Health. Bethesda. USA

13 h 30 m
Seminar conclusions and closing remarks

APPLICATION



CONDITIONS

* University degree or doctorate in Medicine, Biology, Pharmacy or similar. 

* The course is intended for PhD students or young post-docs in Neuroscience.

* Command of the English language.

DOCUMENTS TO BE PROVIDED

(To present in duplicate)

* Application letter requesting to be accepted in the Seminar.

* Curriculum Vitae -two sheets maximum- explicitly stating: current academic or professional qualifications, communication skills in English, year of completion of first University degree (licenciatura) or current participation in a PhD programme, subject of thesis or relevant research project, current source of support if provided by a Spanish institution (fellowship, laboral contract, etc.)

* Photocopy of the D.N.I. or passport.

Please make sure that the private and professional addresses, together with relevant telephone numbers, are included to facilitate immediate communication.

The application deadline is JUNE 15, 2006.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT



The foundation will provide a maximum of eight grants will be granted to cover accommodation and meal expenses, reserved to those participants that have a brilliant academic record. These grants will not cover in any case the enrollment fees. 

Those participants coming from other cities, and not beneficiary of an accommodation grant or an enrollment fee reduction, can apply on the first day of the Seminar for partial financial support towards their travel expenses (maximum 50% of the enrollment fees). Travel cost proof will be required. This grant will be provided discretionally up to a maximum of 8 beneficiaries, with preference for those participants attending the Seminar from more distant locations. It will be made effective at the end of the Seminar.

DOCUMENTS TO PROVIDE

(To present in duplicate)

* Letter requesting the grant.

* Photocopy of the last income tax return filed (declaración del IRPF).

The beneficiary of a grant can neihter apply for an enrollment fee reduction nor apply for another FDS grant within the same year.

The grant application deadline is JUNE 15, 2006.

Application and accommodation grant requests must be addressed to: Sede de la Fundación Duques de Soria, Convento de la Merced, C/ Santo Tomé, 6, 42004 Soria, Spain. Please state on the envelope “Seminarios 2006”. Alternatively, it can be sent electronically to fds@fds.es 

ENROLLMENT FEE



The enrollment fee is 180 euros. This entitles the participant to attend the lectures, to the course documentation, to an attendance certificate, and to lunches. The number of positions is limited, and the Directors of the Seminar will select candidates from the applications received.

The payment of the enrollment fee will be expected upon the explicit communication to the applicant of their admission in the Seminar. The fee can be paid through a bank transfer to the bank account number 2104-0700-54-3003002206 in the financial institution Caja Duero (account holder: Fundación Duques de Soria). Please send by fax, or mail the bank receipt of this operation. Alternatively, enrollment fees can be paid directly in any of the offices of the Fundación Duques de Soria.

Reductions:

Participants in the universities concerted with the Foundation: up to 50% 

Residents in Soria: 25%

ACCOMMODATION



People who have enrolled to attend the Seminar can stay at the halls of residence of “Fundacion Duques de Soria”. Information about the rates and how to book is available by telephone (+34 975 22 72 40) or by e-mail (carmen@funge.uva.es).
ORGANIZATION



The Seminar will gather up to a maximum of thirty people around a table. It will proceed as a “debate forum” where renowned specialists will participate together with younger specialists, potentiating the debate to foster an intense exchange of ideas and opinions. The attendees will receive the Seminar documentation in advance for its inspection and study. In the course of the Seminar, the lecturers will highlight in 40 minutes the most relevant points of their presentation, leaving more detailed aspects for in-depth discussion immediately afterwards. The organization of the Seminar requires the presence of all the participants throughout its duration.

STUDENTS PRESENTATIONS




Attendees are encouraged to submit proposals for poster communications to present during the Seminar. Those interested should submit a one page abstract to the course web page (www.davinci.crg.es/soria) before June 15th. The Directors of the Seminar will select the final list of communications from those received and inform participants accordingly.
INFORMATION



To gather further information, please access the FDS webpage at http://www.fds.es or contact directly the Fundación Duques de Soria:

Convento de la Merced. Santo Tomé, 6. 42004. SORIA

Tel. 975 22 99 11 Fax 975 22 99 59

Plaza de San Miguel, 2-2º Dcha. 47003. VALLADOLID.

Tel. 983 37 36 98 Fax 983 35 28 85

Paseo de Eduardo Dato, 2 dupl. 28010 MADRID.

Tel. 91 447 15 78 Fax 91 448 64 06

E-mail: fds@fds.es
